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RETAINER AGREEMENT 





1.	Introduction. This agreement is made by and between [Client Name, Address and Contact Information] (referred throughout this agreement as Client) and [Attorney Name, Law Firm, Address and Contact Information] (referred throughout this agreement as Attorney). 
2.	What the Attorney Will Do (Scope of Services) You have asked the Attorney to help you with a specific legal matter. The Attorney agrees to provide limited legal services, which means they will only help with the items listed below.
[bookmark: Check1]|_| Affirmative Application for Asylum in the United States
[bookmark: Check2]|_| Removal Proceedings before the Immigration Court
[bookmark: Check3]|_| Appeal to the Board of Immigration Appeals
[bookmark: Check4]|_| Petition for Review to the Federal Circuit Court
[bookmark: Check5]|_| Other: __________________________________________________________
Important: The Attorney will only help you with the items listed above. The Attorney is not agreeing to represent you in any other matters, including:
· Other immigration issues not listed above  
· Criminal cases  
· Lawsuits or other legal problems  
If you have other legal issues, you must find another attorney to help you. The Attorney may choose to help you with additional matters in the future, but is not required to do so.

3.	Cost of the Attorney. The Attorney is providing services for free (pro bono). You will not be charged any attorney fees for this case.
4.	Costs. Even though the Attorney is free, there may still be costs. 
	The Attorney will pay for:
· Postage, copies, and office expenses  
· Communication costs (fax, phone, etc.)  
	You are responsible for:
· - Government filing fees (such as USCIS applications) 
· - Work permit application fees  
· - Travel costs (for interviews, court, etc.)  
· - DNA testing (if needed)  
· - Photos and other application-related costs


5.	Client’s Responsibilities. Legal matters require input and work from the Client. Failure of Client to perform any duties listed in this Agreement shall not be held against Attorney. Such duties include:
Assist Attorney and complete Attorney's request for getting all information that is necessary for Attorney to provide legal services and respond timely to Attorney's request for completion of action steps helpful to Client's case.
Provide and maintain current and complete contact information to Attorney.
Answer honestly all questions or request for information Attorney seeks from Client.
Travel to Attorney's office if requested and show up at any appearance where Attorney asks Client to be present.
Tell Attorney and keep Attorney current as to all information related to Client's matter including sending a copy to Attorney or all documents concerning this agreement.
Make a good faith effort to seriously consider Attorney's advice as to Client's matter.

Client understands that, if Client breaches any of these duties, it may hurt Client's case, cause loss to Client, or hamper Attorney's ability to advocate for Client. 
6.	Conclusion of Legal Services and Attorney’s Withdrawal. Upon conclusion of the services described in this Agreement, or upon Attorney's withdrawal, Attorney's involvement is finished and no other communication from Attorney shall happen. At Attorney's discretion, Attorney may send Client a Notice of Withdrawal in writing to the address listed for Client in this agreement and Attorney's involvement is finished. The Notice of Withdrawal will contain Client's contact information listed above and might be accessible by the public. 
Client understands that Attorney may stop helping me if:
· I do not tell the truth about my income, property or family in such a manner as to be ineligible for free services;
· I am not helpful to Attorney(s) in finding evidence or with my case,
· I am convicted of any crimes. I understand that criminal convictions can make my case too difficult for Attorney(s) to handle;
· My case will make my attorney violate the rules of the Minnesota Supreme Court about lawyers and ethical standards.

7.	Termination. You or the Attorney may end this agreement at any time by giving written notice. Ending the agreement does not remove responsibilities that already exist.
8.	Notice. The Attorney has not made any promises about the outcome of your case.
9.	File Destruction. Attorney will maintain a copy of Client’s file in Attorney’s office for [number] of years after conclusion of the case; after this time it will be destroyed. You may request a copy of your file at any time before it is destroyed.

The parties have read this agreement. Client has had the opportunity to ask Attorney questions about this agreement. Any party signing on behalf of Client promises he or she has the authority to do so. This agreement binds the parties.

	ATTORNEY
Dated:	                             


                             
[Attorney Name]
(MN# [MN License No.])
[Street Address]
[City], Minnesota [Zip]
	CLIENT
Dated:	                             


                             
[Client Name] 
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